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obligations as such, play bridge and golf, go in for a certain amount of sport, take charge of the housekeeping and share the interests of their husbands and children. This is a list which, according to temperament and circumstances, may be considerably varied, particularly in the case of Italian women, who, no matter how important their social position may be, live firstly and foremostly for their families.
In the colonies, climate and local conditions, which in the country are very different to those in the towns, where again they frequently differ considerably, principally prescribe one's mode of living. Woman is not asked whether she would like to go out and enjoy a change. That simply and entirely depends on what opportunities are offered. She must put up with that. Is it in the nature of the Italian woman to do so, and like it ?
I can reply with an unqualified * Yes.5 For the Italian woman is essentially very modest in her demands, homely, fond of children, and of a happy, harmonious disposition, By this I do not mean to indicate a particular ' type/ but draw a general character picture such as it has appeared to me over and over again. This inherited contentment, which passes from mother to children, and sends these following in their mother's footsteps, without paying great attention to the changes brought by time, has in the course of generations formed an extremely stable foundation. The disadvantages of this are clear enough, for it is evident that women, so strongly bound by tradition and setting little store by progress and development, do not quickly feel at home in spheres of life which are entirely new to them. With themselves they transplant their old habits and customs and cling to them until they are eventually forced to recognize that certain changes must be made.
I am obliged to think of my American experiences. There women of other nations, after a year or two of residence, became completely Americanized and transformed, a fact that was amply confirmed by their outward appearance and their clothes. But the Italian women and girls, even those born over there, undergo practically no change